
The Six Roads to Freedom 
Paper 
 

Focus: Incidents in the Life of a 
Slave Girl 

 

Background 
Before the Civil War in the United States, enslaved men and woman had six possible roads to freedom.  
Only by overcoming enormous challenges with courage, dedication, and persistence did these men and 
women achieve their ultimate goal of freedom.  The people portrayed in Incidents in the Life of a Slave 
Girl by Harriet Jacobs pursued five of these six possible roads. 
 
The Roads to Freedom website is an interactive website with audio, visual, and primary source material 
about the six roads to freedom for enslaved men and women.  
 
To learn more about these six roads, please view the following site: 
http://www.slaveryinamerica.org/walkthru/RoadsToFreedom/main2.html 

Six Roads to Freedom Paper Guidelines 
1. Write a 750 – 1200 word paper on the roads to freedom available to the people portrayed in 

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. 
2. The paper will consist of seven paragraphs: an introduction, five support paragraphs, and a 

concluding paragraph. 
3. Each support paragraph will explore one road to freedom found in Incidents in the Life of a Slave 

Girl. 
4. Each support paragraph must give a general explanation of the road to freedom, an example 

from the book, and the difficulties likely faced by that character while pursuing freedom. 
5. Please use at least one quote from the book.  Do not begin a paragraph with the quote.  Explain 

the relevance of the quote within the paragraph.  Use in paragraph citation. 
6. Include a Works Cited Page 
7. Staple the Grading Sheet to the front of your paper. 
8. Standard MLA format: 12 pt Times New Roman, double spaced, standard heading 

Grading 
Your paper will be graded for Criterion A, B, & C 
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